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Sustainability Plan: Kies Family Wines

1. Energy & Carbon Management
o Continue operating and maintaining the solar energy system with battery
storage installed since 2019, which powers the winery and barrel hall during
vintage and supports the cellar door and Monkey Nut Café afterward. This
dramatically reduces reliance on grid electricity.

2. Water Conservation & Wastewater Reuse
e Maintain use of the 200,000 L rainwater collection tank combined with
stormwater harvesting (~500,000 L/year), minimising mains water
dependence.
o Continue operating the onsite wastewater treatment system: settling tanks
with an anaerobic process treat water, enabling reuse for irrigating a small
woodlot.

3. Soil Health & Organic Matter
o Compost grape marc (skins, seeds, stalks) post-vintage and return this to the
vineyard to enrich soil, support biodiversity, and close the organic loop.

4. Pest, Herbicide & Chemical Management
» Maintain elimination of synthetic herbicides and harsh chemicals in vineyard
operations to preserve soil biology and protect water systems.

5. Biodiversity Enhancement
o Expand wildlife habitat through installation of wildlife corridors and nesting
boxes, encouraging native species and increasing ecosystem resilience.

6. Certification & Compliance
e Sustain and uphold the Freshcare certifications for:
o AWISSP-VIT (Viticulture)
o AWISSP-WIN (Winemaking)
These national-level standards ensure rigorous environmental, social,
and economic sustainability practices.

7. Visitor Impact & Biosecurity
o Continue proactive measures to protect the vineyard, such as physical
barriers (bunting) and clear signage to deter visitor entry into sensitive areas
during big events (e.g., Gather Round), preserving vine health and preventing
biosecurity risks.



8. Community Engagement & Heritage Stewardship
« Advocate for, and support, local environmental and heritage causes, such as
the campaign to protect the iconic Colonel William Light’s tree, reinforcing
commitment to both cultural and ecological conservation.

e Strengthen support for local tourism and community events, fostering a
sustainable regional ecosystem that benefits both business and community
(e.g., Gather Round events, Lyndoch Street Party).

Implementation Timeline & Objectives
Timeframe Key Actions

Immediate—-6 Optimise composting workflows; update visitor signage and
Mo biosecurity infrastructure

Audit solar/battery performance; bolster habitat features; initiate

6-12 Months heritage tree protection efforts
1-2 Years Review and recertify Freshcare adherence; expand biodiversity and
water-reuse systems
. Maintain stakeholder communication, update sustainability
Ongoing

reporting, and fortify community partnerships

Monitoring & Reporting
o Track energy usage and water savings from solar and rainwater systems.
« Monitor soil quality and biodiversity indicators.
e Conduct periodic internal audits of Freshcare compliance.
o Regularly engage with visitors and the regional community on sustainability
initiatives, including heritage and biosecurity efforts.

By integrating these actions, we further our promise to preserve the land, support our
local community, and lead by example in sustainable winemaking, continuing to build
a legacy that nurtures both the vineyard and the people it serves.



